From:Cory Webb [mailto:cory@millardk12.org]

Sent:Tuesday, January 17, 2017 1:53 PM

To:Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>
Subject:Transfer Rule.

| am a Coach and Teacher in the Millard School Districtvant to let you know | Disagree

with the transfer rule passed by the State Boaklowing kids who have not played varsity

sports to transfer at will will kill the 1A 2A 3A athleticsThe charter/Private schools in the

salt lake Ogden and Utah Counties will be able to get new kids each year from neighboring 4A
and 5A schools that did not play at the varsity level and be instant contributotsase

Varsity teams.This is something the rural schools do not have the luxury of doing. The

charter private schools already have an advantage because of their location and kids they pull
from in urban areasNow to add this rule would make it even tougher than it already is for
public schools to competé/Vhile | don't think the UHSAA is perfect | think they had a better
model and made it tougher for athletic transfers, and try their best to make things as
competitive as possible.

| also feel that letting kids transfer with a documentation of bullying could get taken advantage
of by parents and students that just want to move their kid for athletic reastimsk the Fact

that 90% of the schools voted against the transfer rule that the school board put into place
shows how everyone feels about it.

Thanks

Cory Webb

Delta Baseball

Delta Middle School
Cory@millardk12.org
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From: Steve Porter [mailto:sporter@providencehall.com]

Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 9:34 AM

To: Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>
Subject: Hopeful

| am ateacher and a coach at a charter school. | was dismayed when | saw the new rule that
came out about transfer rules. From ateacher's standpoint, | can't see how this can help our
students graduate or get an education. If a student can transfer to as many schools as they
want as long as they don't play varsity, then how will going to several different schoolsin a
school year help them have any consistency in their education. It seemsto methat thisrule
puts athletics and sports above education and that troubles me.

Asacoach, I'm worried about my players. We have followed the rules set forth by the
UHSAA about recruiting...seemingly to our detriment. We understand the current rules and
have NEVER broken them. Our coaches understand the expectations and rules and we have
regular meetings with them to encourage them to avoid getting close to the line. Suddenly,
with thisrule, it feels like we are being punished for obeying the rules. Also, the wording of
theruleisvery vague. What exactly is meant by "varsity"? Doesit mean a member of the
officia varsity team, playing agame as avarsity, etc. The vaguenessis troubling.

Please repeal this harmful rule. 1'm asking this as a teacher, a coach, an athletic administrator
and avoter.

Thanks.

Steve Porter

Providence Hall High School
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From: Steve Porter [mailto:mimsteve@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 9:38 AM

To: Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>
Subject: please repeal the transfer rule

My name is Steve Porter and I'm a parent of a student and avoter. | was surprised when the
transfer rule was passed afew weeks ago. I'veread every article and talked with several
coaches about the rules. Everything I've read and heard have convinced me that thisruleisa
bad one. Please, for the sake of our students and my children, repeal thisrule!

Please don't let politics ruin the athletics and activities provided to our students.

| will be paying attention to your upcoming decision and will remember the outcome for the
next couple of Novembers.

Thanks,

Steve
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From: Tom Hansen [mailto:hansent@emeryschools.org]

Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 9:43 AM

To: Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>
Subject: Against R277-409

R277-409-383 does not allow separate classifications for Charter or private schools. In the
future this may be something both charters and public schools will want. A separate
classification to cut down on travel and create a competitive balance between Charters and
rural public schools may be beneficial for both. Yet, with this membership restriction this
would be unlawful in the future.

Just because bullying was reported and investigated in R277-409-48e(ii) doesn't mean it
actually occurred. Y et, the reporting and investigating alone allows individual s to subvert the
transfer rule and go where they want when they want. Usually from a higher classification in
public school to alower classification charter school.

The appeals committee being appointed by the School Board per R277-409-5 is another
problem. The board will undoubtedly appoint cronies along the Wasatch front mostly
sympathetic to charter schools who will disproportionately block the public rural schools. The
boards power to reject whoever the association submits will make it so that the UHSAA will
be forced to put on the committee those cronies of the School board who have their individual
school of choice interests in mind.

Tom Hansen
Coach and Educator
Emery High
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From: Jay Day [mailto:primary@infowest.com]

Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 10:23 AM

To: Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>
Subject: R277-409

This comment is regarding Administrative Rule R277-409. | understand that the USBE will meet
Thursday, 19 January to discuss this rule. 1 would like to once again express that | do not support this
unilateral move to benefit a trifling percentage of schools in Utah. | would implore of you to support
the voice of the majority (UHSAA MEMBER SCHOOLS) and repeal this nonsensical rule and allow the
members (high schools) to manage their own activities while the USBE take care of the more
pressing and relevant matters of education in Utah.

Thank you,
Jay Day

435-632-0279 Direct
primary@infowest.com
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From: Helen Wall [mailto:hwall@tintic.org]

Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 1:17 PM

To: Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>
Cc: Hughes, Kodey <khughes@tintic.org>

Subject: R277-409

| feel the Activity Committee does and as done a great job over the years, it might be better
left to them to decide how this rule would work best for all students and schools. | am from
Tintic School District with small schools and our opportunity for transfers would be little or
none,as with al small schools. | personally oppose thisrule. | feel we should work with the
students who want to participate in sports and other activities and better their skills as we have
always done. We are not professionals! Helen Wall School Board Member
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R277-409 comments

From: Hansen, Linda

Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 1:58 PM

To: Board of Education <board@schools.utah.gov>
Subject: Fw: R277-409

From: Rick Robins <rick.robins@juabsd.org>
Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 10:22 AM
To: Hansen, Linda

Subject: R277-409

Hi Linda and USBE members,

| am very happy the board will be hearing the appeal from UHSAA on Thursday in regards to R277-409. | will be in
Price with our girls basketball team and unable to attend the meeting. | am emailing to share my input on this issue.
| appreciate members of the board that have made efforts to reach out to UHSAA in a spirit of compromise. | hope
that dialogue can continue. Myself like many others remain disappointed that USBE voted to pass any transfer rule.
By doing so, | believe we will be entering into a new era of recruiting and program arms race which is not central to
what | believe is our vision and mission. Because the transfer rules have been softened, the pressure on schools to
gain a competitive edge will increase. This will further tip the scales in competitive balance against rural schools like
Juab that must compete with private and charter schools on the Wasatch front in 3A. | hope the composition of the
new USBE will take a step back to reconsider the long term ramifications of this decision. As you know the vast
majority of coaches, parents, and administrators in our state oppose the new rule. Please trust and follow the lead
of those that work with our students in this capacity daily. It has been the stewardship of UHSAA for many years to
protect and promote the fair and safe play of our students. Please allow them to do their job. There are other ways
for USBE to create more oversight and collaboration with UHSAA without disrupting a policy that is so fundamental
to the integrity of the activities it will effect. | appreciate all of you very much, and for taking the time to consider
these decisions.

Dr. Rick L. Robins
Superintendent
Juab School District
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From: Richard Bairton [mailto:richard.barton@seviersd.org]

Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 3:15 PM

To: Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>; scott.neilson@schools.gov
Subject: Against R277-409

| have had the opportunity on two occasions this past fall to speak during public comment in
fall meetings in opposition of the USBE trying to dictate/mandate what the USHAA does.

At thefirst meeting | provided lettersin support of the UHSAA from the two highest ranking
people in education-based athletics, Bob Gardner Executive Director of the NFHS (National
Federation of High Schools) and Dr. Mike Blackburn Executive Director of the NIAAA
(National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association). Obviously those letters were
not either read or taken to heart by the board. | have attached them again in hopes that they
are considered.

The first step in this whole process was skipped by the USBE when they didn't poll the
member schools of the UHSAA and see how they feel the UHSAA is doing with procedures

and policy. The UHSAA did provide the information and the results are significant. With regard to the
proposed transfer rule, 129 member schools voted against it with 8 voting for it. On the question of Board intrusion
into and governing extra-curricular activities, the totals were 132 against and 5 in favor.

Ignoring those who deal with these issues everyday is an abuse of power and demonstrates self
interest is at the forefront. | liken this abuse of power to that of President Obama's designation
of the Bear's Ear against an overwhelming majority of Utahns who know best. The previous
state school board failed UHSAA member schools in this proposal.

Attending the USBE meetings was obvious that thisis an area that the mgjority of USBE
members aren't expertsin. The sad part about it is the involvement is totally against what isin
the best interest of academics. With the proposed changes | can imagine counselors and
teachers going to their athletic directors and Principals and saying why do we have so many
student athletes moving around school to school and administrators having to explain that the
USBE has forced this change on schools.

Just explaining the proposed changes to our school staff brought an uproar of comments such
as. "Aren't these the people that are supposed to put academicsfirst!" "Thisisastepin
negating the positives related to education based athletics."

Please seriously reconsider imposing your authority over the UHSAA. Thiswhole processis

wrong and | don't think that you will ever convince those against this that self interest is at the
heart of why this whole issue was brought to the forefront.

Thanks for al of your time and service on behalf of Utah schools.
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National Federation of State High School Associations

Memorandum

To: Utah State Board of Education

From: Bob Gardner, NFHS Executive Director

Subject: R277-409 Public School Membership in Associations
Date: September 5, 2016

Having served 32 years in state athletic association work including my current position of the
National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS), | write you to consider carefully
the above-reference revision to your code. The ramifications of radical changes to the UHSAA
rules regarding transfers and classification may have some serious unintended consequences that
damage students and schools.

Permitting students to transfer for any reason, thus no reason undermines the fundamental belief
of education-based athletics that students should live at home with their family and participate
for the school, public or private where they reside. It sets up the possibility that students will be
displaced from teams by students who are not part of a school community. It undermines school
loyalty and permits jumping for athletic reasons which has never been a valid reason for transfer
in education-based athletics and never should be permitted.

We live in an age where no one wants to hear “no.” However, without a sound structure, chaos
abounds. Creating a system with no rules will demonstrate why you must have rules.

In addition, to remove the authority from the UHSAA for assignment of schools to classes and
leagues, will lead to many problems. Every individual begins such considerations with their own
school at the center of the universe. That just does not work. You must approach this from a
sound philosophical basis that provides a basic fairness and structure. This is an always
controversial. In any state, there is rarely universal satisfaction with this phase of governing.
However, it is a fundamental element of governing and providing the fairest competition possible.

RBG/mm

Mailing Address: PO Box 690 | Indianapolis, Indiana 46206 | Phone: 317-972-6900 | Fax: 317.822.5700 | www.nfhs.org
Shipping Address: NFHS Distribution Center | 1802 Alonzo Watford Sr. Drive | Indianapolis, Indiana 46202

Take Part.
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National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association




Richard Barton, CMAA


NIAAA President Elect



Athletic Director/Assistant Principal


Richfield High School


510 W Wildcat Way


Richfield, UT 84701


Utah State Board of Education Standards and Assessment Committee


Nearly 60,000 high school student-athletes participated in programs capably lead by the Utah High School Athletic Association during the 2015-16 school year. These Utah participants were part of 7.8 million students that participated in education-based school athletic programs during that same period.


State athletic and activity associations have existed since the early 20th century for the purpose of guiding athletic programs that are a part of our educational offering, and that serve as an extension of the regular classroom. The original purpose of such an association was to provide direction, oversee safety and determine the rules that assure students and schools are not taken advantage of. Without such associations as the UHSAA, amateur sports as we know them in America would exist in chaos with no direction toward ethics on the part of schools and communities, nor integrity by those individuals who would seek avenues that would provide them an advantage on the stage of competition. 


Years of pursuing the most appropriate governance rules, processes, policies and regulations for the purpose of conducting safe and plentiful athletic events for our nation’s student-athletes, have contributed significantly to determining equity and best practices in the areas of participation, eligibility, transfer, classifications


I urge the Utah State Board of Education to sustain and uphold the by-laws of the UHSAA and its member schools. Support the institution of fair competition, consistent expectations for member schools and integrity of enforcement. Work to keep our fields, tracks, courts, pools and courses the classrooms that they are; with life lessons taught that are a part of a traditional classroom setting. Support education-based athletic programs as the compliment to the educational experience, being inherently educational and an enhancement to the academic mission of the school


State office personnel, district superintendents, school principals and athletic administrators need your support in their continual efforts to provide participants a safe environment in which to participate, quality opportunities for students, while making sound decisions that will keep you and local school boards free of litigation. Help them keep the best interest of parents, students, schools, and school boards as they ensure safety and maximize the positive impacts of sports participation for all; not simply those disgruntled few that want what they view best for them.


I wish you the well, as you perform your very best for the students of Utah by keeping the current leadership, structure and policy in place. 
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ACCREDITED

AdvancED







Dr. Michael Blackburn, Executive Director


National Interscholastic Athletic Administrator Association (NIAAA)

[image: image1.png]Hhcadinl 7. /Ftivedifure




9100 Keystone Crossing, Suite 650, Indianapolis, IN 46240 317-587-14  50 office 317-587-1451 fax www.niaaa.org
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Sincerely,

Richard Barton CMAA

NIAAA President

Athletic Director/Assistant Principal
Richfield High School

510 W Wildcat Way

Richfield, UT 84701

Cell: 435-201-9593

Office: 435-896-8247




National Federation of State High School Associations

Memorandum

To: Utah State Board of Education

From: Bob Gardner, NFHS Executive Director

Subject: R277-409 Public School Membership in Associations
Date: September 5, 2016

Having served 32 years in state athletic association work including my current position of the
National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS), I write you to consider carefully
the above-reference revision to your code. The ramifications of radical changes to the UHSAA
rules regarding transfers and classification may have some serious unintended consequences that
damage students and schools.

Permitting students to transfer for any reason, thus no reason undermines the fundamental belief
of education-based athletics that students should live at home with their family and participate
for the school, public or private where they reside. It sets up the possibility that students will be
displaced from teams by students who are not part of a school community. It undermines school
loyalty and permits jumping for athletic reasons which has never been a valid reason for transfer
in education-based athletics and never should be permitted.

We live in an age where no one wants to hear “no.” However, without a sound structure, chaos
abounds. Creating a system with no rules will demonstrate why you must have rules.

In addition, to remove the authority from the UHSAA for assignment of schools to classes and
leagues, will lead to many problems. Every individual begins such considerations with their own
school at the center of the universe. That just does not work. You must approach this from a
sound philosophical basis that provides a basic fairness and structure. This is an always
controversial. In any state, there is rarely universal satisfaction with this phase of governing.
However, it is a fundamental element of governing and providing the fairest competition possible.
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Shipping Address: NFHS Distribution Center | 1802 Alonzo Watford Sr. Drive | Indianapolis, Indiana 46202
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National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association

Richard Barton, CMAA

NIAAA President Elect

Athletic Director/Assistant Principal
Richfield High School

510 W Wildcat Way

Richfield, UT 84701

Utah State Board of Education Standards and Assessment Committee

Nearly 60,000 high school student-athletes participated in programs capably lead by the Utah High
School Athletic Association during the 2015-16 school year. These Utah participants were part of 7.8
million students that participated in education-based school athletic programs during that same period.

State athletic and activity associations have existed since the early 20" century for the purpose of guiding
athletic programs that are a part of our educational offering, and that serve as an extension of the regular
classroom. The original purpose of such an association was to provide direction, oversee safety and
determine the rules that assure students and schools are not taken advantage of. Without such associations
as the UHSAA, amateur sports as we know them in America would exist in chaos with no direction
toward ethics on the part of schools and communities, nor integrity by those individuals who would seek
avenues that would provide them an advantage on the stage of competition.

Years of pursuing the most appropriate governance rules, processes, policies and regulations for the
purpose of conducting safe and plentiful athletic events for our nation’s student-athletes, have contributed
significantly to determining equity and best practices in the areas of participation, eligibility, transfer,
classifications

| urge the Utah State Board of Education to sustain and uphold the by-laws of the UHSAA and its
member schools. Support the institution of fair competition, consistent expectations for member schools
and integrity of enforcement. Work to keep our fields, tracks, courts, pools and courses the classrooms
that they are; with life lessons taught that are a part of a traditional classroom setting. Support education-
based athletic programs as the compliment to the educational experience, being inherently educational
and an enhancement to the academic mission of the school

State office personnel, district superintendents, school principals and athletic administrators need your
support in their continual efforts to provide participants a safe environment in which to participate, quality
opportunities for students, while making sound decisions that will keep you and local school boards free
of litigation. Help them keep the best interest of parents, students, schools, and school boards as they
ensure safety and maximize the positive impacts of sports participation for all; not simply those
disgruntled few that want what they view best for them.

I wish you the well, as you perform your very best for the students of Utah by keeping the current
leadership, structure and policy in place.
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Dr. Michael Blackburn, Executive Director
National Interscholastic Athletic Administrator Association (NIAAA)
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Anonymous Please:

| understand the dilemmain question and the concerns everyone has raised. There are great
arguments from both camps. Here are afew thoughts to consider when making this
monumental decision:

The current method USHAA runs athletics needs evaluated and held accountable to someone.
Covert recruiting happensin very obvious ways. | know of many personally. Bullying and
hazing was also evident in one case I'm too familiar with where coaches ignored bullying on
the field by playersto protect their friend from losing his position. Coaches answer: "i don't
care about talent, I'll play whoever has the best rapport with the team."

Unethical coaches run unchecked for too long without any consequences for their unethical
decisions. Coaches ook out for each other and when a kid istargeted, there is not much hope
for him to compete at other schoolsin that particular region, even with legit transfer reasons.

There needs to be a method to keep coaches accountable to the UHSAA and state guidelines
of fair play, competition and a chance to try out and earn a position fairly, regardless of how
dialed in players Dads are with corporate companies, who they are related to, or how much
parents pay and chip in financially. For new kids moving into a school for example, even for
legitimate reasons, if they didn't play little league with the "dream team” kids or attended their
team camp as a 4th grader, any chance to challenge a position isimpossible with some
coaches. Thiswaswhat | wastold by College coaches and parents of former players before we
sold and bought in anew district. Our belief to play through the adversity and earn the position
in the long run, was a dream, no matter how much better the new player was or would be. At
this school, you could have the best player in the country and he'd be on the bench if it
threatened the local boy. One coach told my son: "Theirs no question you're the better player
at that position but we like our local guy better.” | learned that winning isn't everything to
some coaches and loyalty to home town playersis hard to beat. On another occasion when |
considered returning to coaching and to take my son with me as atransfer to another school,
his coach found out and called and intimidated the other coach and program from considering
me as an assistant coach so that he wouldn't have to compete against my son, but to keep him
on hisroster. What businessisit of histo interfere with my family and interests in coaching?

This leads to the concern that coaches will begin to play their freshman talent early to lock
them into avarsity experience and prevent them from transferring. The retaliation has been
horrible. If a student athlete has competed at a national level of competition and has been
ranked amongst the top in the country for his position, and he's locked into a bench warming
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position without hope of transferring, there needs to be some outlet for him to compete.
College coaches who say "we like everything about you but without varsity film, we're not
interested.” Unlike soccer, track, baseball and others where film and exposure happen off
season, football for example can only produce film during the season and when positions are
locked up before any fair tryouts, it seems unfair to lock akid out of an opportunity to play
and get film, compared to someone who, aswell liked as they are at the local level, won't have
achanceto play on at the next level anyway.

Hopefully this gives an angle on this policy and for future athletes who find themselvesin
such a predicament, without having a coach and team who embraces talent and comradery
regardless of where it came from and who enhance a players talent and future rather than
sguash it. To meif a student athlete hasn't earned it and proven it at the national level, then let
high school sports continue for the local kids who want to play but since high school sportsis
big business, protecting students interestsis vital aswell and responsible as UHSAA protocol.

Thanks
Anonymous Please



From: Jer Bates [mailto:batesj@ogdensd.org]

Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 4:52 PM

To: Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>
Subject: Opposition to R277-409

To the Utah State Board of Education and the Utah High School Activities
Association,

Ogden School District is adamantly opposed to the rule change (R277-409) allowing
student athletes to transfer schools without adhering to previously required
stipulations for approval.

Ogden School District and its member schools see no equitable value in this rule
change and view it as detrimental many to schools throughout the state.

While opposed to the rule change, Ogden School District expresses hope that the
current board members recognize the damage that this transfer rule change may
cause and will choose to find a more equitable resolution.

Jer Bates | Director of Communications | Ogden School District

7% 801737 7310 | 7% 801 550 1424 cell -7 bates @ogdensd.org | Twitter: @ogdensd
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Board of Education
Jeff N. Heiner, President
Jennifer Zundel, Vice President

Douglas B. Barker

Don E. Belnap

) Nancy Blair
Susan Richards

Joyce Wilson
SCHOOL DISTRICT
Sandy Coroles, Superintendent
Empowering Excellence Through Education Zane K. Woolstenhulme, Business Administrator

To the Utah State Board of Education and the Utah High School Activities Association,

Ogden School District is adamantly opposed to the rule change (R277-409) allowing student
athletes to transfer schools without adhering to previously required stipulations for approval.

Ogden School District and its member schools see no equitable value in this rule change and
view it as detrimental many to schools throughout the state.

While opposed to the rule change, Ogden School District expresses hope that the current
board members recognize the damage that this transfer rule change may cause and will
choose to find a more equitable resolution.

Sincerely,

Jer Bates | Director of Communications | Ogden School District
801737 7310 | ' 801 550 1424 cell * batesj@ogdensd.org | Twitter: @ogdensd

1950 Monroe Blvd., Ogden, UT, 84401-0619
801-737-7300, www.ogdensd.org

Affirmative Action - Equal Opportunity - ADA Employer
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From: Edward Lyman [mailto:elyman@sjsd.org]

Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 4:53 PM

To: Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>; Steven Black <sblack4@sjsd.org>;
Rasmussen, Benjamin <Ben.Rasmussen@schools.utah.gov>

Subject: Letter opposing ussb changes to uhsaa

Please find attached a letter approved by San Juan School District Board of Trustees. We regret not
being able to attend the meeting Thursday. Travel distance and short notice make it impossible to
have representatives of our board present to testify.

Sincerely,

Ed Lyman, Ed.D.
Superintendent

San Juan School District
435-678-1211

We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit.

--Aristotle



STEVEN BLACK EDWARD Q. LYMAN, Ed.D.

School Board President Superintendent of Schools
MERRI SHUMWAY KYLE S. HOSLER
School Board Vice President Business Administrator
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January 18, 2017

Dear Utah State School Board:

The San Juan School District is opposed to the Utah State School Board (USSB) becoming
involved in managing the important work of the Utah High School Activities Association
(UHSAA). The UHSAA, made up of public and private schools from throughout the State of
"7 ", has coordinated extracurricular activities in Utah for the past 90 years.

During that time, the UHSAA has tackled many delicate challenges. While there is always
room to improve, we feel that the UHSAA is the organization most closely tied to local school
issues and most likely to make decisions for the general welfare of students in the state.

There is no better evidence of why we oppose this development than in the recent rule passed
by the State School Board. The transfer policy approved creates a fundamentally unfair
competitive advantage for urban schools.

As a case in point, San Juan High School and Summit Academy have competed against one
another for the past several years in the same classification. Under the new transfer policy,
Summit Academy would have an unfair competitive advantage over its rural counterparts.

T a than 18,000 high school students who attend schools within ten miles of
Summit Academy. In contrast, the San Juan High School student population is just more than
300 students. How could the schools compete against one another while Summit Academy has a
“recruiting pool” of 18,000 students.

Transferring to a rural school is fundamentally different than an urban transfer. It requires a
new home, a new job, and a new life for a family. An urban transfer may be as simple as a five-
mile commute in the other direction.

The sub varsity transfer policy only makes sense from an urban, large school perspective. The
reality is that sub varsity means little or nothing in a small school. For a variety of reasons, most
of the students in a small school will letter in their sport. The sub varsity transfer policy will
allow unprecedented mobility for urban students, while at the same time severely limiting
mobility for- 1l students.

1|Page





These policies make sense only when viewed from a very narrow perspective of a small urban
school. It makes no sense whatsoever from a rural perspective. This is evidenced by the fact that
of the 126 public schools that voted on the matter, 125 opposed. Despite the advantages for the
urban schools, there is only one public school in the entire state, urban or rural, that supports the
proposal. No one should be surprised that the Board of Trustees of the Utah High School
Activities Association, primarily consisting of elected officials from around the state, voted
unanimously against the proposal.

4{/4’@&

Mr. Steven Black
President
San Juan School District Board of Education

Sincerely,
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STEVEN BLACK EDWARD Q. LYMAN, Ed.D.

School Board President Superintendent of Schools
MERRI SHUMWAY KYLE S. HOSLER
School Board Vice President Business Administrator
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January 18, 2017

Dear Utah State School Board:

The San Juan School District is opposed to the Utah State School Board (USSB) becoming
involved in managing the important work of the Utah High School Activities Association
(UHSAA). The UHSAA, made up of public and private schools from throughout the State of
"7 ", has coordinated extracurricular activities in Utah for the past 90 years.

During that time, the UHSAA has tackled many delicate challenges. While there is always
room to improve, we feel that the UHSAA is the organization most closely tied to local school
issues and most likely to make decisions for the general welfare of students in the state.

There is no better evidence of why we oppose this development than in the recent rule passed
by the State School Board. The transfer policy approved creates a fundamentally unfair
competitive advantage for urban schools.

As a case in point, San Juan High School and Summit Academy have competed against one
another for the past several years in the same classification. Under the new transfer policy,
Summit Academy would have an unfair competitive advantage over its rural counterparts.

T a than 18,000 high school students who attend schools within ten miles of
Summit Academy. In contrast, the San Juan High School student population is just more than
300 students. How could the schools compete against one another while Summit Academy has a
“recruiting pool” of 18,000 students.

Transferring to a rural school is fundamentally different than an urban transfer. It requires a
new home, a new job, and a new life for a family. An urban transfer may be as simple as a five-
mile commute in the other direction.

The sub varsity transfer policy only makes sense from an urban, large school perspective. The
reality is that sub varsity means little or nothing in a small school. For a variety of reasons, most
of the students in a small school will letter in their sport. The sub varsity transfer policy will
allow unprecedented mobility for urban students, while at the same time severely limiting
mobility for- 1l students.
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These policies make sense only when viewed from a very narrow perspective of a small urban
school. It makes no sense whatsoever from a rural perspective. This is evidenced by the fact that
of the 126 public schools that voted on the matter, 125 opposed. Despite the advantages for the
urban schools, there is only one public school in the entire state, urban or rural, that supports the
proposal. No one should be surprised that the Board of Trustees of the Utah High School
Activities Association, primarily consisting of elected officials from around the state, voted
unanimously against the proposal.

4{/4’@&

Mr. Steven Black
President
San Juan School District Board of Education

Sincerely,
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From: GLEN ZOBELL [mailto:gzobell@alpinedistrict.org]

Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 10:26 PM

To: Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>
Subject: In regards to the athlete transfer rule

| have been coaching for about 8 years now and | have seen athletes transfer multiple times.
What | cantell youisthat itisavery messy process. | am ateacher also, and it affects their
grades tremendously. They have to go off of what they had at their last school and the teacher
at the new school isresponsible for catching them up on what they didn't learn at their last
school. Different schools teach different topics, and same topicsin different orders. If you
wereto allow thistransfer rule, academically, students would be missing core concepts normal
peoplein life need to know.

It also affects relationships. Coachesinvest in their athletes. If athletes come and go
whenever they want, you will lose good coaches. Y ou will lose competitiveness. The next
step in athletics for high school kidsis college. They don't let you transfer schools without
sitting out ayear in college. Why would we not prepare them for that?

| have seen families fall apart, relationships ruined, and people entirely quitting sports due to
this. | hope you will not pass the transfer rule. | think students should accept accountability
for what they do, learn to work as ateam wherever they are at. Success in education does not
determine how well your sportsteams do. It depends on how your athletes |earn to work as a
team, as individuals, and develop pride for the school they play for.

Glen Zobell
Timpanogos High School
Biology/Japanese/ Tennis

"The difference between tri- and triumph is alittle umph!"
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From: Ron Dolphin [mailto:dolphinr@grandschools.org]

Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2017 7:00 AM

To: Board Rule Comments <rule.comments@schools.utah.gov>
Subject: R277-409

| ask that the Utah State Board of Education consider rescinding rule R277-409. | feel that
thisrule will not be effective in creating level playing opportunities for schoolsin the state to
compete fairly without undue influence. | ask that the board please rescind the entire rule and
allow the UHSAA BOT timeto create atransfer rule that meets the needs of the schoolsin the
association. Please allow the UHSAA BOT and its member schools to have the ability to
create rules that are effective and create the desired results they intend their rules to have.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ronald F. Dolphin, CAA
Grand County High School AD
608 S. 400 E. Moab UT 84532
Office: 435-719-4871

Email: dolphinr@grandschools.org
Mobile: 435-260-6024
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